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commanded the Army of invasion, and with him rode Crown
Prince Frederick William, as his Chief of Staff.

The host of Prussia was there because it was Bismarck's
design that it should be there. Austria was there because
she was the rival of Prussia in the leadership of the German
Confederation and she could not afford to be absent. The
States of the German Confederation were there because
Prussia, to gain swift victory, needed the overwhelming
power of their armaments and because Bismarck's Press
campaign had inflamed them at the heinousness of Denmark's
treatment of Schleswig-Holstein.

Lord Palmerston said that only three men ever understood
the vexed and baffling problem of Schleswig-Holstein. He
was one of them. He had forgotten. The Prince Consort
was another. He was dead. A German history professor
was the third. He was in a lunatic asylum. Bismarck did
not even try to understand it. His role was to settle. If
done in the right way this would be to the material and
strategic advantage of Prussia.

Briefly, the obvious facts about Schleswig-Holstein were
these. Schleswig and Holstein were inhabited in the main
by Germans and had come to be regarded as within the
Danish sphere of influence. The late Hereditary Duke of
Schleswig-Holstein, being weary of his patrimony or hard-
up or both, had handed over the deeds of ownership for a
money payment to the late King of Denmark. Frederick,
the son of the Duke of Schleswig-Holstein, had become an
officer in the Prussian Guards and, incidentally, a constant
visitor at the home of the Crown Prince and Princess. Upon
the death of his father Frederick published a proclamation
throughout the German States that he did not recognize
the financial transaction between the King of Denmark and
his father, and that he claimed Schleswig-Holstein as its
lawful Duke. In the meantime, the King of Denmark,
unmoved, proceeded to impose various measures in
Schleswig-Holstein which the German inhabitants found
unpalatable. Holstein had for years sent representatives to
the meetings of the German Confederation while Schleswig